
60

37 CFR Ch. I (7–1–99 Edition) § 1.112

§ 1.112 Reconsideration before final
action.

After reply by applicant or patent
owner (§ 1.111) to a non-final action, the
application or patent under reexamina-
tion will be reconsidered and again ex-
amined. The applicant or patent owner
will be notified if claims are rejected,
or objections or requirements made, in
the same manner as after the first ex-
amination. Applicant or patent owner
may reply to such Office action in the
same manner provided in § 1.111, with
or without amendment, unless such Of-
fice action indicates that it is made
final (§ 1.113).

[62 FR 53192, Oct. 10, 1997]

§ 1.113 Final rejection or action.
(a) On the second or any subsequent

examination or consideration by the
examiner the rejection or other action
may be made final, whereupon appli-
cant’s or patent owner’s reply is lim-
ited to appeal in the case of rejection
of any claim (§ 1.191), or to amendment
as specified in § 1.116. Petition may be
taken to the Commissioner in the case
of objections or requirements not in-
volved in the rejection of any claim
(§ 1.181). Reply to a final rejection or
action must include cancellation of, or
appeal from the rejection of, each re-
jected claim. If any claim stands al-
lowed, the reply to a final rejection or
action must comply with any require-
ments or objections as to form.

(b) In making such final rejection,
the examiner shall repeat or state all
grounds of rejection then considered
applicable to the claims in the applica-
tion, clearly stating the reasons in sup-
port thereof.

[62 FR 53192, Oct. 10, 1997]

AMENDMENTS

AUTHORITY: Secs. 1.115 to 1.127 also issued
under 35 U.S.C. 132.

§ 1.115 [Reserved]

§ 1.116 Amendments after final action
or appeal.

(a) After a final rejection or other
final action (§ 1.113), amendments may
be made cancelling claims or com-
plying with any requirement of form

expressly set forth in a previous Office
action. Amendments presenting re-
jected claims in better form for consid-
eration on appeal may be admitted.
The admission of, or refusal to admit,
any amendment after final rejection,
and any related proceedings, will not
operate to relieve the application or
patent under reexamination from its
condition as subject to appeal or to
save the application from abandon-
ment under § 1.135.

(b) If amendments touching the mer-
its of the application or patent under
reexamination are presented after final
rejection, or after appeal has been
taken, or when such amendment might
not otherwise be proper, they may be
admitted upon a showing of good and
sufficient reasons why they are nec-
essary and were not earlier presented.

(c) No amendment can be made as a
matter of right in appealed cases. After
decision on appeal, amendments can
only be made as provided in § 1.198, or
to carry into effect a recommendation
under § 1.196.

[24 FR 10332, Dec. 22, 1959, as amended at 46
FR 29183, May 29, 1981; 62 FR 53192, Oct. 10,
1997]

§§ 1.117—1.119 [Reserved]

§ 1.121 Manner of making amend-
ments.

(a) Amendments in nonprovisional ap-
plications, other than reissue applica-
tions: Amendments in nonprovisional
applications, excluding reissue applica-
tions, are made by filing a paper, in
compliance with § 1.52, directing that
specified amendments be made.

(1) Specification other than the claims.
Except as provided in § 1.125, amend-
ments to add matter to, or delete mat-
ter from, the specification, other than
to the claims, may only be made as fol-
lows:

(i) Instructions for insertions: The
precise point in the specification must
be indicated where an insertion is to be
made, and the matter to be inserted
must be set forth.

(ii) Instructions for deletions: The
precise point in the specification must
be indicated where a deletion is to be
made, and the matter to be deleted
must be set forth or otherwise indi-
cated.
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(iii) Matter deleted by amendment
can be reinstated only by a subsequent
amendment presenting the previously
deleted matter as a new insertion.

(2) Claims. Amendments to the claims
may only be made as follows:

(i) Instructions for insertions and de-
letions: A claim may be amended by
specifying only the exact matter to be
deleted or inserted by an amendment
and the precise point where the dele-
tion or insertion is to be made, where
the changes are limited to:

(A) Deletions and/or
(B) The addition of no more than five

(5) words in any one claim; or
(ii) Claim cancellation or rewriting:

A claim may be amended by directions
to cancel the claim or by rewriting
such claim with underlining below the
matter added and brackets around the
matter deleted. The rewriting of a
claim in this form will be construed as
directing the deletion of the previous
version of that claim. If a previously
rewritten claim is again rewritten, un-
derlining and bracketing will be ap-
plied relative to the previous version of
the claim, with the parenthetical ex-
pression ‘‘twice amended,’’ ‘‘three
times amended,’’ etc., following the
original claim number. The original
claim number followed by that par-
enthetical expression must be used for
the rewritten claim. No interlineations
or deletions of any prior amendment
may appear in the currently submitted
version of the claim. A claim canceled
by amendment (not deleted and rewrit-
ten) can be reinstated only by a subse-
quent amendment presenting the claim
as a new claim with a new claim num-
ber.

(3) Drawings. (i) Amendments to the
original application drawings are not
permitted. Any change to the applica-
tion drawings must be by way of a sub-
stitute sheet of drawings for each sheet
changed submitted in compliance with
§ 1.84.

(ii) Where a change to the drawings is
desired, a sketch in permanent ink
showing proposed changes in red, to be-
come part of the record, must be filed
for approval by the examiner and
should be in a separate paper.

(4) [Reserved]
(5) The disclosure must be amended,

when required by the Office, to correct

inaccuracies of description and defini-
tion, and to secure substantial cor-
respondence between the claims, the
remainder of the specification, and the
drawings.

(6) No amendment may introduce
new matter into the disclosure of an
application.

(b) Amendments in reissue applications:
Amendments in reissue applications
are made by filing a paper, in compli-
ance with § 1.52, directing that specified
amendments be made.

(1) Specification other than the claims.
Amendments to the specification,
other than to the claims, may only be
made as follows:

(i) Amendments must be made by
submission of the entire text of a
newly added or rewritten paragraph(s)
with markings pursuant to paragraph
(b)(1)(iii) of this section, except that an
entire paragraph may be deleted by a
statement deleting the paragraph with-
out presentation of the text of the
paragraph.

(ii) The precise point in the specifica-
tion must be indicated where the para-
graph to be amended is located.

(iii) Underlining below the subject
matter added to the patent and brack-
ets around the subject matter deleted
from the patent are to be used to mark
the amendments being made.

(2) Claims. Amendments to the claims
may only be made as follows:

(i)(A) The amendment must be made
relative to the patent claims in accord-
ance with paragraph (b)(6) of this sec-
tion and must include the entire text
of each claim which is being amended
by the current amendment and of each
claim being added by the current
amendment with markings pursuant to
paragraph (b)(2)(i)(C) of this section,
except that a patent claim or added
claim should be cancelled by a state-
ment cancelling the patent claim or
added claim without presentation of
the text of the patent claim or added
claim.

(B) Patent claims must not be re-
numbered and the numbering of any
claims added to the patent must follow
the number of the highest numbered
patent claim.

(C) Underlining below the subject
matter added to the patent and brack-
ets around the subject matter deleted
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from the patent are to be used to mark
the amendments being made. If a claim
is amended pursuant to paragraph
(b)(2)(i)(A) of this section, a parenthet-
ical expression ‘‘amended,’’ ‘‘twice
amended,’’ etc., should follow the origi-
nal claim number.

(ii) Each amendment submission
must set forth the status (i.e., pending
or cancelled) as of the date of the
amendment, of all patent claims and of
all added claims.

(iii) Each amendment when origi-
nally submitted must be accompanied
by an explanation of the support in the
disclosure of the patent for the amend-
ment along with any additional com-
ments on page(s) separate from the
page(s) containing the amendment.

(3) Drawings. (i) Amendments to the
original patent drawings are not per-
mitted. Any change to the patent
drawings must be by way of a new
sheet of drawings with the amended
figures identified as ‘‘amended’’ and
with added figures identified as ‘‘new’’
for each sheet changed submitted in
compliance with § 1.84.

(ii) Where a change to the drawings is
desired, a sketch in permanent ink
showing proposed changes in red, to be-
come part of the record, must be filed
for approval by the examiner and
should be in a separate paper.

(4) The disclosure must be amended,
when required by the Office, to correct
inaccuracies of description and defini-
tion, and to secure substantial cor-
respondence between the claims, the
remainder of the specification, and the
drawings.

(5) No reissue patent shall be granted
enlarging the scope of the claims of the
original patent unless applied for with-
in two years from the grant of the
original patent, pursuant to 35 U.S.C.
251. No amendment to the patent may
introduce new matter or be made in an
expired patent.

(6) All amendments must be made
relative to the patent specification, in-
cluding the claims, and drawings,
which is in effect as of the date of fil-
ing of the reissue application.

(c) Amendments in reexamination pro-
ceedings: Any proposed amendment to
the description and claims in patents
involved in reexamination proceedings

must be made in accordance with
§ 1.530(d).

[62 FR 53192, Oct. 10, 1997; 62 FR 61235, Nov.
17, 1997]

§§ 1.122—1.24 [Reserved]

§ 1.125 Substitute specification.

(a) If the number or nature of the
amendments or the legibility of the ap-
plication papers renders it difficult to
consider the application, or to arrange
the papers for printing or copying, the
Office may require the entire specifica-
tion, including the claims, or any part
thereof, be rewritten.

(b) A substitute specification, exclud-
ing the claims, may be filed at any
point up to payment of the issue fee if
it is accompanied by:

(1) A statement that the substitute
specification includes no new matter;
and

(2) A marked-up copy of the sub-
stitute specification showing the mat-
ter being added to and the matter
being deleted from the specification of
record.

(c) A substitute specification sub-
mitted under this section must be sub-
mitted in clean form without markings
as to amended material.

(d) A substitute specification under
this section is not permitted in a re-
issue application or in a reexamination
proceeding.

[62 FR 53193, Oct. 10, 1997]

§ 1.126 Numbering of claims.

The original numbering of the claims
must be preserved throughout the pros-
ecution. When claims are canceled the
remaining claims must not be renum-
bered. When claims are added, they
must be numbered by the applicant
consecutively beginning with the num-
ber next following the highest num-
bered claim previously presented
(whether entered or not). When the ap-
plication is ready for allowance, the
examiner, if necessary, will renumber
the claims consecutively in the order
in which they appear or in such order
as may have been requested by appli-
cant.

[62 FR 53194, Oct. 10, 1997]

VerDate 18<JUN>99 00:52 Aug 04, 1999 Jkt 183133 PO 00000 Frm 00062 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\183133T.XXX pfrm06 PsN: 183133T


